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TDEC

Organization & Customer Service

 Conservation:
 State Parks

 Environment…………
………which includes:
 Air Pollution Control

 Solid Waste 
Management

 Underground 
Storage Tanks

 Water Resources
 Water Supply

 Septic Systems

 Wastewater



Staffing

 Central Office

 Commissioner
 Staff

 Support Divisions

 Division 
Administrators
 State-wide permitting

 William R. Snodgrass 
Tennessee Tower
 8th Ave. N., Nashville

 8 Environmental 
Field Offices
 Complaint 

Investigation

 Local Permitting

 State-wide permit 
compliance

 Water Quality 
Assessments

 Technical 
Assistance(state)



Field Office Map



Department Contact Information

 www.environment.gov

 “Contact Us” Tab on Left-Side Menu Bar

 EFO Program Area Contacts

 Directors of External Affairs

 “Ask Tdec” email 

http://www.environment.gov/




Land/Solid Waste -
Disposal of feathers/offal

 Be Good Steward of Land
 Protect public health; Avoid nuisance conditions

 Protect groundwater and streams

 Honor “Special Waste” Requirements
 Difficult or dangerous to manage

 Assists Landfill Operators

 Defined or Per Discretion of EFO

 Utilize Composting By Rule
 Obtain permit if required; some exemptions apply

 Meet “General Facility Requirements”



Solid Waste Contacts

 EFO with jurisdiction over your county

 Rule 0400-11-01, et. Seq.

 Weblink: http://tn.gov/environment/solid-waste/

http://tn.gov/environment/solid-waste/


Air Pollution Control – disposal 
by incineration

 Protect Air Quality Attainment Goals For Your 
Area

 Inquire Regarding Permitting
 Some exemptions apply 

 Exemption is function of several factors

 Parts of several rules may apply (30 chapters)



Air Pollution Control Contacts

 Central Office, Nashville, (615) 532-0554

 Ask to speak with a Permit Section Manager 
regarding plans to install/operate an incinerator

 Inquire prior to installation as a construction 
permit may apply

 Weblink: http://tn.gov/environment/air/

http://tn.gov/environment/air/


Water Resources-
disposal/management of water
 Maintain or improve waters of the state to 

maintain designated uses:

 Potable water supply

 Industrial water supply

 Fish and aquatic life

 Recreation (fishing/swimming)

 Livestock watering and Wildlife

 Irrigation

 Trout habitat



When Water Quality Permits Are 
Required

 For discharging to waters or land
 Surface water: NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System under Water Quality Control Act)

 Land: SOP (State Operation Permit) or SSDS
(Subsurface Sewage Disposal System aka Septic Sys.)

 Groundwater: UIC (Underground Injection Control 
under Water Supply Act)

 For operating a sewerage system

 For a new structure constructed with the 
expectation of generating wastewater



Step 1: Planning
 Know Your Intent

 Sewerage system permit applications reflect 
intent

 Sewerage system permits are developed based on 
intent

 Develop Your Plan

 Is wastewater sewage?

 Is wastewater product?

 Apply Your Plan/Assume Responsibility For It

 Avoid Discharging to Waters



Some Examples

 Can a processor pull the waste water behind the 
tractor and pump out on growing crops?

 Waste disposal?

 Soil amendment?

 Impact waters?

 Can a processor pump the liquid effluent and use 
to wet composted material?

 Waste disposal?

 Raw material used in making product?

 Impact waters?



Step 2: Engineering

 Subsurface Disposal 
(Septic Systems)

 Title 68 of TN Code

 Installed by State-
Licensed Installers

 Rules Specify Design 
Requirements

 Surface Disposal

 Title 69 of TN Code

 PE Registered in TN 
plans, designs, 
oversees construction 
and startup of system

 Engineering Report

 Construction Plans

 Performance Bond



Step 3: Permitting

Septic System:

 Construction Permit

 Application to local 
health department 
w/fee ($500.00)

 UIC Permit

 Application to 
Nashville central 
office; $100.00 annual 
maintenance fee

Surface Land Disposal:

 State Operation Permit

 Application to Nashville 
Central office; $350.00 
annual maintenance fee



Water Resources Contacts

 Environmental Field Office

 Contact & initiate site-specific discussions

 Will make referral as appropriate

 Local health department (subsurface)

 Central office (state operation permit & UIC permit)

 Weblink (EFO): 
http://tn.gov/environment/contact.shtml

 Weblink (Rules):  
http://tn.gov/environment/water/

http://tn.gov/environment/contact.shtml
http://tn.gov/environment/water/


In Summary

 Tdec believes environmental and business 
interests can be compatible

 Tdec staff is committed to provide you good 
customer service

 Answer your questions

 Consider your site-specific activities

 Be aware of our due process of law



Questions

 Ask.TDEC@tn.gov

 wade.murphy@tn.gov, (615) 532-0666

mailto:Ask.TDEC@tn.gov
mailto:wade.murphy@tn.gov
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