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derstanding Stereotypic Behaviors in
enttasble Vi ceso

. "Carissa Wickens, University of FIlo
dDrSte(;@m'typiHceleski, University of Kentu
~Horses
Stereotypic behaviors are defined as repet
with no obvious goal or function. A horse
Wwor mi hpe behavior in nearly the exact same
form the behavior in a preferred |l ocation,
The performance of stereotypic behavior ha
gtyowgh it is often difficult to deter min
n the past or due to current unfavorabl e
ers to stereotypic behaviors in horses w h
ors through science, and how this infor ma
eand tfhouwus amprove the welfare of horses wit
eeth Floating
Stereotypic behaviors (STBs) are often ref
guine publications and in older equine te
rom using this terminology to describe st
ng these behaviors are not simply the res
BMpedN®SSthe horse to be a nuisance to th
he fault of the horse. Although the exact
e have gained a better understanding of h
eF®8Ypein horses The devel opment and contii
pPpead t® have a physiological or psychol o
Oral Stereotypies
Most survey studies conducted to d-&8teof Wit
average horse popul ation engage -bint iamg oo ral
sucking. The typical <c¢cribber places its fr
pulls back while sucking air inward, and t
tinctive both to see and to hear. Some evi
result of o6feel goodd neurotransmitters in

havior seems so add
chall enging to.stop

|l s Cribbing the Sam
Chewing?

[t should be noted
slwood chewing are NO
It hing. Wood chewing

~mal , natural behavi
f-les in the wild wildl
g |ler hand, feral hors
d lobserved cribbing.
i A i | =
Two horses take turns cribbing on a post in the pas
Photo Credit: Dr. Carissa Wi ckens.
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fect research on this t
l owing factors to be associa

l' imited turnout ti me

|l i mited opportunities to soci
e d girtahziisn ¢f/afcotroarg i-onhgta eorp pgodr ét $u niti a
ich have also been implicated.

an abrupt method with

y, there has been evide
dy, supplementing young
e amount of time horses
e k or
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to popular opi
y, when stereot
a SsitBer e dthypinmo
tosheusongpino
tors mentioned

n in the industry, t here is
C horstesr aogtey piuc nleadr eis (ttoh@
ses do not pick up the STBs.
ses next to or across from s
v

Cause Damage?

may cause damage to their teeth, and as suc
and stall boards. Weavers and stall walkers
more farrier care. They may al so cause ruts
these potenti al damages tend to be exa
boarding or training centers. Hopeful!l
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cribbing col-tarbband/ muzahées that are on the market. C
as many of the collars do not have breakaway meecfhantiesdn
Il ar or muzzle will often create rub | esions on the hor
not be surprised if your horse resists having the crib
An owner can try to make cribbing surfaces |l ess desir a
pery liquids) or running an electric wire -bintdarhe droe o
and may |l earn to perform their stereotypy on other sur
remember that somewhere along the way, the horse devel
subopti mal husbandry situation. I f we view it as a cop
the horseds ability to cope? Mul tiple studies have sh
dl ed it | eashitwerdd whko ewerrd bpr eventi édefrrsordi ar if b lmien g ;a nrd
all owed to crib were fine, but cribbers who were thwar
The authors do not advocate cribbing surgery, but some
vocate the use of electronic collars to Astopod stereot
l evel has to be continually turned up to stop a horse
tion to engage in the behavior
With respect to the | ocomotor s er
success in reducing thwalrkihmg st
ing the visual horizons; e.g. p s
to the outdoors or-pwbbobh anhraor yj
weave stall front that all ows t h e
to the aisle, or simply keeping t u
ti me. Based on the authorsodéd exp r
owners it appears much easier t or
engaged in a | ocomotor STB than
Conclusion
Just because your horse perfor vVio
cribbing or weaving, does not e o
subopti mal, but more | ikely, t t he
the horse was trying to cope wi t h
demands of the horsef6s nature. be
be very challenging. The best ont
prevention by trying to opti mi i al
grazing/foraging opportunities ur i
process is important, and worKk atu
when horses are on stall rest SSs
the chance that your horse wil Wi n
be horsesodo with respect to bei re
mal , natur al behavior s, wi || g Rty r ed
ioral problems and i mproving h _ ey

Horse stal-WwesawketfBrahl amay

weaving behavior.

Photo Credit: Dr. Carissa
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Equine Parasite Control: Moving Beyond Rotational
Dr. Kylee Jo Duberstein, kyleejo@uga.edu & Marri s:
University of Georgia

Parasite control in the equine indus
dewor ming programs that i mplement th
fThe previous (and stil/l commonly wuse
g@parasites was a rotating program of
week schedul e Many horse owners sti
mendation today without realizing th
released by the American Associati on
to increasing incidence of 'parasite
Currently, t here are t hr eeennzaiimi dca zaos
(fenbendazole, oxibendazole), tetrah
cyclic | actones (iTVke mpradctnicenoxfi drea
dates back to 40+ years ago and was
parasite in equines, |l arge strongyl e
program mostly eradicated | arge stro
concern in adult horses is cyathosto
gyl es have a different I|ifecycle tha
have a unique ability to encyst in t
vorable for their survival. Because
tics kildl only those parasites that
encysted strongyles), the practice o
Phot Credit: D ‘D b tually led to resistance in small st
oto Credit: Dr. Dubegrgd¢'fintics is assessed using a fecal
which fecal egg counts are assessed before anthel minti
mintic treatment . Resi stance would be defined as the
this 14 day period. In a 2004 study, it was shown tha
to harbor resistant small strongyles was 97. 7% for fen
pamodte. this study, 0% of farms harbored small strongy
been recently shown that resistance to ivermectin is ¢
effectiveness of a deworming agent can be measured by
l ength of time after deworming before eggs are present
small strongyles after treatment with ivermectin or mo
back faster than they did when the drugs were first ma
tions for deworming programs are much different from t
years ago. I n spite of all of the recent compelling e
horse owners still follow this outdated met hod. I f th
|l ar problem that sheep a@midglgomdar awintee sr daivet d ndayt o al
most no effective treatment to combat parasitic infect
So what are the current deworming recommendations and
sistance probl ems? First, move away from rotational d
wor mers does not result in | ess appearance of parasite
sistance to three of the four classes of dewormers, ro
idectin) should be the basis of a deworming program fo
ments per year is sufficient to prevent infection of |
worms and bots (treatment of tapeworms requires the us
moxi dectin dewor mer s) Dewor ming treatments should oc
and spring in the southeastern United States when para
(extreme heat or cold reduces pasture | evels of infect
based on the small strongyle egg shed rate of the indi
es multiple times a year, instead individual fecal egg




high fecal egg counts should be dewor med Fecal egg coc
though an individual can become trained to perform the
classified as | ow, moderate, or high egg shedders base
present in their feces with the following scab860bEPGBY,
and high (>500 EPG). I't is important to understand tF
hi gher popul ations of internal parasites; differences
of eggs they shed. However, moderate and high egg she
|l arvae in pastures and therefore are the target of sel
the year. Some | ow shedding horses may only need to b
need to be dewormed more frequently throughout the yea
with your veterinarian to develop a selective dewor mir
farm.

It is also important to |l ook at the I|ife stage of your
rids than ol der horses. Due to the fact that ascari ds
foals, particularly prior to weaning, shoul d3 impndteme nd
and again6amoonnkds 40f age. Foll owing weaning, a fecal
strongyles are more prevalent in the individual hor se
horses are considered more susceptible to parasites, Yy
ders and dewormed more frequently with the appropriate
Finally, it shoul d be noherdi aéala,t metehr ced sa rteh aott hlkear, s en ow
parasite popul ations. Rotational grazing, grazing wit
agement practices that can help reduce parasite transn
ment practices while working with a veterinarian to de
wi || go a long way in combating parasite resistance sc
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What 6s Bugging Your Horse?
Dr. Saundr ai shandurfde cckd u
University of Florida

I f you own horses, you will
horse manure and even horse
flants to a | arge number of f I
seasonal, the mild winter cl
states provide ideal conditi
pests year round Under st an:
these pests, the conditions
production and their feeding
ers develop strategies to pr

The most common fly pests of
— . stable flies, house flies, t.
e from egg to adul tf li heisdleal mos gqiutiitoa € sf,or h ksoreHe enfsfl)l i

—

The life cycl

6.5 days for-ldt allmlye , f laines fios RH@jrfnef lciyes| iess 24fdafyfi es vary but

Photo Credit: Dr. Butler temperature and moisture. Th
va, pupae and adul t.

Stable flies thrive in cooler, wet months when hay r es

sistent blood feeders delivering a painful bite. Bott




preferred feeding site is the |owd

is |Ilikely that your major probl em

composting manure and dragging pa;¢

trol

House flies can develop in al most

favorite breeding medi um. Though

|l eave a vomit droplet along with

Thus, they can serve as mechanic

isms and are an intermediate hos

very short Iife cycle, house f1li

short ti me. Keeping feed covere

manure spreader at | east every o

breeding

Tabanids include several fly gro

and yellow fly. The females tak

l' i ke mouthparts into the horse,

bl ood Horses react to the bite

me a | The fly then makes anothe

full They also inject an antic

remaining is an attractant to ot

tion per year in marshy areas an

them very difficult to control Thousands of | arvae may be
Photo Credit: Dr. Hogsette

Mosquitoes require water to | ay eggs and have a relati

cycle under good conditions. During dry weather, mosq

may be | ow but 10 days after a rain event, the hatch r

ticeabl e. Mosquito bites are not only irritating; mos

fer diseases |ike Encephalitis or West Nile. It i s cr

owners vaccinate prior to the June rainy season so tha

protected when mosquitoes emerge Boosters will need

throughout the year based on where you |ive, the amoun

water and rainfaldl patterns which dictate mosquito pre

mosquitoes feed from dusk until dawn and are not stron

ing horses inside in the evening and running fans can

of mosquitoes your horses are exgoesed ie€® .will only lay eg

Horn flies are cattle pests and Phlheo hcorsgiet :i §F/a FAead en

flies remain on the host ani mal at all times, only | ea

fresh cow plaft tyioeusr hor ses are near cattle pastures, yo

Though they take blood meals and are a certainly a nui

Cullicoides, &alesaansknowmkassnor biting midges are small

belly and tail of horses. Many horses are hypersensit

itch. They feed at dusk and dawn but do not seem to |

night may | imit exposure. Application of fly spray in

FI'y contr ol is best accomplished by using sever al man a

moi sture and adequate warmth to complete their Iife cy

mechani cal control (fans or traps) and judicious use o

tation, composting, use of fans and removal of standin

approaches to fly control They will also get you hig




